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From the moment it opened on  
25 March, James Robinson's LIGHT 
WORKS exhibition created an emotional 
intensity in the gallery that aggressively 
demanded the attention of everyone 
who walked through the door. 

A number of people were so strongly 
moved by these paintings that they 
decided they simply couldn't live without 
them, resulting in the highest sales 
James Robinson has achieved in a single 
exhibition in Wellington to date. Good 
sales in these dif®cult economic times 
were most gratifying; demonstrating 
that for some, art remains a high priority 
despite the down-turn and possibly also 
indicating that art is becoming increasing 
attractive as an investment alternative.

On 22 April the gallery space was 
instantly transformed from an unsettling 
expressionist hot house into a Zen-like 
haven of luminous tranquillity when we 
opened Gerda Leenards' BLUE SILK 
RIBBON exhibition. These highly 
atmospheric works on canvas panels 
and antique oriental screens were 
inspired by the artist's travels down the 
Li River in Southern China - immortalised 
as ªThe Blue Silk Ribbonº by Tang 
dynasty poet Han Yu. 

The exceptional quality of Leenards' 
recent works will be officially 
acknowledged by the City Gallery, 
Wellington, in November this year when 
they will present a major exhibition 
showcasing her Chinese and Fjordland 
landscapes. Her Blue Silk Ribbon series  
is also the subject of a lavishly illustrated 
article by Malcolm Burgess titled ªA River 
Runs Through It: Gerda Leenards' Chinese 
re¯ectionsº published in issue number 
131 of Art New Zealand, pages 32 to 35.  

While Gerda Leenards' BLUE SILK 
RIBBON series was being exhibited at 
216/a Willis Street, Mark Hutchins 
Gallery also presented major new works 
by Elizabeth Thomson, Julia Morison 
and Chiara Corbelletto at this year's 
Auckland Art Fair.

Auckland Art Fair 09 attracted nearly 
7000 visitors during its 3 days and we 
were delighted to see so many familiar 
faces among the crowds. Although large 
works by the three main artists 
dominated our stand, a movable feast of 
smaller works by other signi®cant artists 
we represent also proved very popular. 
The Art Fair's exhilarating atmosphere 
had an extremely positive effect on 
everyone who attended and this was 
borne out in great feedback and healthy 
sales for those of us who participated.  

REVIEWING  
MARCH TO MAY 

Although we are obviously 
pleased our recent events 
have attracted record 
numbers, we appreciate 

that having so many people 
in the gallery during 
opening events makes it 
difficult for those who are 

seriously considering 
purchasing to spend any 
length of time quietly 
considering artworks. If you 
would like to preview works 
about to be exhibited 
before the opening 
function, please let us know 
and we will arrange a time 
for you to do so.         

WELCOME TO THE SECOND OF OUR QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERS. 

AUCKLAND ART FAIR 2009

The increasing number of visitors to the gallery in the 
last few months has been most encouraging and it has 
been good to see that changing the opening functions 
for our exhibitions to Wednesday evenings has proved 
popular.  
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An ex-voto is a votive offering to a saint 
or divinity. It is given in ful®llment of a 
vow (hence the Latin term, short for ex 
voto suscepto, (from the vow made) or in 
gratitude or devotion. Ex-votos are 
usually placed in a church or chapel 
where the worshipper seeks grace or 
wishes to give thanks for Divine 
assistance. They can take a wide variety 
of forms and may include texts explaining 
a miracle attributed to the helper or 
symbols such as a painted or modeled 
reproduction of a miraculously healed 
body part. [Wikipeadia]

Tony Lane, Matthew Couper and Terry 
Stringer all share a fascination in Votive 
artworks and have collected examples of 
ex-votos from a variety of cultures and 
historical periods. Whereas Tony Lane 
and Matt Couper mainly collect Mexican 
and colonial Spanish examples of ex-
voto paintings on tin, Terry Stringer is 
more interested in Italian, Greek and 
pre-Christian Roman examples of this 
ever ancient art form. 

THE VOTIVE IMAGE exhibition features 
contemporary examples of Votive 
inspired works by these three artists 
along side examples of original antique 
ex-votos from each artist's collection. 
Matthew Couper's contemporary 
responses can initially appear to be 
almost indistinguishable from the  
original Mexican antiques he has  
collected but Couper's authorship 
becomes immediately apparent as soon 
as anyone begins reading the wonderfully 
ironic and often irreverent text. 

This is a richly layered exhibition  
featuring over 70 individual works, many 
accompanied by text, so remember to 
bring your reading glasses.

CURRENT EXHIBITION 

20 MAY - 13 JUNE   

THE VOTIVE IMAGE: 
Contemporary responses to traditional ex-voto imagery  

by TONY LANE, MATTHEW COUPER, & TERRY STRINGER   
 
http://www.mhgallery.co.nz/Pages/VotiveImage09.htm

MATT COUPER
XVOTO

TONY LANE
TL HEART 09
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UP COMING EXHIBITIONS     

17 JUNE - 11 JULY  

GRETCHEN 
ALBRECHT   

ªNature has always played an 
important role in Gretchen 
Albrecht's oeuvre¼ Whether  
it be a tangled garden or the 
distant horizon of a glorious 
West Coast sunset, the truth  
of the landscape as observed 
is captured and provided with 
a new modernist framework 
within which to view it¼ 

Albrecht's painting is almost 
always based on an empirical 
observation, it is this that 
de®nes it and gives it its edge. 
It helps de®ne an approach  
to abstraction that is not 
formalist or formulaic, an 
abstraction that is inclusive  
of the viewer rather than 
exclusiveº.

James Ross

In the ®fth decade of her career as one 
of New Zealand's most outstanding 
painters Albrecht continues to draw 
inspiration from her observations of 
nature. Recently, these observations 
have focused on the luscious layering of 
petals and saturated pigmentation of 
old roses. The rose, of course, resonates 
as a powerful symbol within many 
cultural and religious traditions. While 
Albrecht's ROSEA works conceptually 
embrace the emblematic power of the 
rose, the sensual layerings of its form 
and the intoxicating richness of its 
colour is what these paintings primarily 
convey. For more information about 
the works that will feature in this 
exhibition please contact the gallery.    

15 JULY - 8 AUGUST 

CHIARA 
CORBELLETTO 

After the wonderful response to her work on 
our stand at the recent Auckland Art Fair, we 
look forward to presenting our ®rst 
major exhibition of free standing 
and suspended works 

by ex-patriot Italian sculptor Chiara 
Corbelletto. 

Although Corbelletto uses the latest 
synthetic materials, her work is always 
informed by nature and makes 
deliberate references to it. The premise 
that all known biology uses membranes 
to capture and generate cellular energy 
is central to her practise. Corbelletto's 
DELTA works, for example, evoke the 
bio-architecture of coral or radiolarian 
structures where nature ªdrills holes in 
thingsº taking away everything 
extraneous. Other current works 
are characterized by a dynamic 
use of repeating modular forms 
that echo cellular structures. 
Tessellation, modular repetitions 
and rotational symmetries are 
interpreted in a seemingly 
limitless visual dynamic. Chiara 
Corbelletto's works are highly 
technically refined, crossing 

disciplines and delivering 
poetic and compelling 

results.  In other 
words¼ a treat 

in store.

MARK HUTCHINS GALLERY
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GRETCHEN ALBRECHT
ROSA MUNDI

CHIARA CORBELLETTO
ARCHIMEDES GARDEN DETAIL

12 AUGUST - 5 SEPTEMBER 

GREER TWISS
50 YEARS OF FIGURATIVE 
SCULPTURE 

Mark Hutchins Gallery is privileged to 
present this very special exhibition 
tracing 50 years of an iconic and highly 
in¯uential artist's sculptural practice 
with speci®c reference to the human 
®gure. 

Our survey begins with a number  
of small bronze studies cast while  
the artist was still at  art school and 
ends with examples of his newest series 
of `winged' ®gures currently still under 
wraps in the studio. Some of the earliest 
works in this exhibition will be on loan 
from Greer Twiss' private collection 
and, therefore, not for sale but there 
will be other sculptures dating from 
the early 1970s to the present that will 
be available for purchase. 

We are delighted to offer our clients 
this extremely rare opportunity to 
acquire a tangible piece of New 
Zealand art history from one of our 
most outstanding and influential 
sculptors. As there will only be a small 
number of early Twiss sculptures 
available for sale please register your 
interest with the gallery early to avoid 
disappointment.  
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» REBECCA SWAN 
ASSUME NOTHING, 
Photographic and video 
works celebrating 
gender diversity 
Canterbury Museum, Rolleston Avenue, 
Christchurch: 4 July - 6 September, 
2009. 

http://www.canterburymuseum.com

AASSUME NOTHING was commissioned 
by TheNewDowse, Lower Hutt, where  
it opened in April 2008, and has 
subsequently been touring around New 
Zealand Museums and public galleries. 

As the curator of TheNewDowse  
said ªSince opening in April 2008 in 
grand transgender style, ASSUME 
NOTHING has challenged and greatly 
moved audiences¼ The response 
has clearly demonstrated a keen 
desire for insight and openness.º

Rebecca Swan will present an 
exhibition ¯oor talk at the 

Canterbury Museum on 
28 July, 5.30 - 7pm.

W o r k s  f r o m 
Rebecca Swan's 
Assume Nothing 
series are for 
sale exclusively 
from Mark 
H u t c h i n s 
Gallery. 

http://www.
mhgallery.co.nz/

Pages/RS%20
Assume%20Nothing.htm

» ELIZABETH 
   THOMSON
Featuring as a special guest artist along 
with Bill Culbert in `FIXATED: 
Photography through History' curated 
by Ruth Harvey for Puke Ariki, New 
Plymouth: 31 July - 26 October 2009.

http://www.pukeariki.com/en/

This wide ranging exhibition will 
showcase fine examples of early 
photographic processes from Puke 
Ariki's collection with contemporary 
examples of Victorian photographic 
techniques.

Curator Ruth Harvey has also selected 
major sculptural works by Elizabeth 
Thomson and Bill Culbert to be included 

in this exhibition to demonstrate the 
influence photography has had on  
the contemporary practises of these 
important New Zealand artists.   

» JAMES ROBINSON 
  THE LIGHT
Mixed media works on canvas painted 
during the artist's Tylee Cottage residency 
late last year and recent large multi-
paneled murals

The Sarjeant Gallery, Queens Park 
Wanganui: 28 March ± 21 June, 2009.  

http://www.sarjeant.org.nz 

OUR ARTISTS AT LARGE

 
A NUMBER OF OUR ARTISTS CURRENTLY HAVE WORKS ON EXHIBITION  
AT VARIOUS NEW ZEALAND MUSEUMS AND PUBLIC GALLERIES.  

HERE ARE FEW LINKS...

REBECCA SWAN
DRED (BOY GIRL)

ELIZABETH THOMSON
BLACK AND WHITES PUKE ARIKI


